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EDUCATION 
• B.A. Honours in History, Concordia University, Montréal, Québec, Canada, 1992.  Graduated 

with Distinction. 

• Ph.D. in History, Duke University, Durham, N.C., December 1999.   

Dissertation: "The Moral Order of Violence: the Meanings of Cruelty in Early Modern England, 

1648-1685."  Director: Professor Cynthia B. Herrup.) 

 

EMPLOYMENT  
• Assistant Professor, Department of History, Emory University, August 2004 – present 

• Visiting Assistant Professor, The Program in Cultures, Civilizations, and Ideas, Bilkent 

University, Ankara, Turkey, September 2003 - June2004. 

• Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Humanistic Inquiry, Emory University, 2002-2003  

• Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of History, Emory University, 2000-2002. 

 

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS  
• Post-doctoral Fellowship, Center for Humanistic Inquiry, Emory University, 2002-2003. 

• Ahmanson-Getty residential Fellowship, The Center for 17th- and 18th- Century Studies, UCLA, 

winter and spring Quarters, 2000. (Program: “The Global Eighteenth Century: The Four Corners 

of the Earth.”) 

• Dissertation Semester Fellowship, The Graduate School, Duke University, Fall 1999.  

• Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, 1997-1998. 

• Doctoral fellowship, FCAR, Québec, 1996-1997. 

• International Research Award, the Graduate School and the Center for International Studies, 

Duke University, 1996-1997. 

• W.M. Keck and Fletcher Jones Foundation Fellowships, Huntington Library, 1996.   

• Department Fellowship, the Graduate School, Duke University, 1992-1996. 

• Masters Fellowship, FCAR, Québec, 1992-1994      



 

CURRENT BOOK PROJECT 
Negative Enlightenment: the Polemics of Brutality and the Pursuit of Restraint in 

seventeenth-century Britain.    

 

PUBLICATIONS  
• “Thomas Tryon and the seventeenth-century Dimensions of Antislavery,” William & Mary 

Quarterly, 61(4) (2004): 609-642. 

•  “Sanctifying the Robe: Punitive Violence in the English Press, 1650-1700," in Paul Griffiths and 

Simon Devereaux (eds.), Penal Practice and Culture, 1500-1900 (London: Palgrave, 2004). 

•  “The Barbarian and the Pedagogy of Restraint.”  The Center & Clark Newsletter 35 (Spring 

2000): 2-3.  

 

REVIEWS 
• Elizabeth Foyster, Marital Cruelty: An English Family History of Violence (Cambridge 

University Press, 2005), in Journal of Interdisciplinary History (2007) 

 
PAPERS DELIVERED  
• “Protestant Interests, Diplomatic Realism, and the Renewal of the Anti-Catholic Ethos, 1655-

1658.”  NACBS national conference, Cincinnati, October 3-5, 2008.  Panel: The Dilemmas and 

Domestic Imprint of Foreign Policy, 1603-1600. 

•  “Anti-Popery and the Waldensian Crisis: the contradictory terrain of international stances in the 

1650s.” Antipopery: The Transatlantic Experience, c.1530-1850, The McNeil Center for Early 

American Studies, Philadelphia, September, 2008.   

• “Media Campaigns and the Matrix of Humanitarianism in Seventeenth-Century Britain.”  

Georgia State University, Department of History, October 2007. 

•  “From Martyrology to Humanitarianism: Conscience and the Anti-Casuistical Bent in Britain 

and Beyond, 1683 to 1758.” American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies. Atlanta, Georgia, 

March 2007. 

• “Inhumanity and the public Face of Pain: Social Suffering in seventeenth-century Opinion.” 

American Historical Association, Atlanta, Georgia,  January 2007 

• “From Violence to Atrocity: Acts of Belligerence and Acts of Cruelty in Civil War Propaganda.” 

Early Modern Terrorism: Atrocity and Political Violence, 1500-1700, Imperial war Museum 

North, Manchester, UK.  November 2005. 



• “The expansion of ‘atrocity’ in seventeenth-century Britain.” (invited) Queens University, 

Kingston, Ontario, and McGill University, Montréal, Québec. January and February 2004. 

• “Brutal Souls: The Politics and Pathology of Cruelty, 1640-1690.” Symposium on Violence, 

Politics, and Culture in early modern Europe, University of Mississippi, March 27, 2003. 

• “A Pythagorean in the Seventeenth-Century?  Thomas Tryon’s attack on slavery.” (invited) 

Bilkent University, Ankara, Turkey.   December 2003  

• “Conscience, Testimony, and Antislavery: a seventeenth-century perspective.” Conscience and the 

Early Modern World: 1500-1800, University of Sheffield, 7-9 July 2002.  

• “Nero Resuscitated: Quakers, Cameronians and the Response to Punitive Violence, 1670-1690.” 

Northeast Conference on British Studies, Montréal, Québec, October, 28, 2000. 

• “Bloody and Barbaric Cruelties: The Body and the Psychology of Indignation in late seventeenth-

century England.” Seminar on Society, Belief and Culture in the Early Modern World. Institute 

of Historical Research, University of London. February 12, 1998.  

• “Subjects and Massacres: The Semiotics of Mass-Atrocities in the Reign of Charles II.”  North 

American Conference on British Studies, Pacific Grove, CA, November 2, 1997.  

 

RESPONDENT 
• “The State and the Maintenance of Authority, 1500-1800.”  Northeast Conference on British 

Studies, Boston, November 14-15, 2008. 

• “Uses and justifications of violence in Great Britain and its empire, from the 16th to the 19th 

centuries.” Northeast Conference on British Studies, Montréal, Canada, October 1-2, 2004. 
 

TEACHING    
 

Undergraduate 
• History 495: Introduction to Historical Interpretation (Honors Seminar). 
   http://userwww.service.emory.edu/~prosen2/495.htm 
 
• History 487: Junior / Senior Colloquium: Morals, Reputations, and Trust, 1500-1800.  
   http://userwww.service.emory.edu/~prosen2/487.htm 
 
• History 312: Medieval and Renaissance England. 

 

• History 313: The Making of Britain, 1550-1750 
    http://userwww.service.emory.edu/~prosen2/313/default.htm 
 
• History 314: Celtic Fringes: Ireland, Scotland, and Wales to 1800. 
   http://userwww.service.emory.edu/~prosen2/314.htm 
 

 



• History 201: The Formation of European Society, from Late Antiquity to the early modern Era. 
   http://userwww.service.emory.edu/~prosen2/201/default.htm 
 
• History 190: Freshman Seminar: Witchcraft and With-Hunts 
 
• Cultures, Civilizations, & Ideas 111-112, “The Subject of Culture,” I and II (at Bilkent 

University, Ankara) 
 
• Interdisciplinary Studies 385: Justice and the Trial: from medieval to modern.” (at Emory 

University, 2003)  
 

Graduate 
• History 513: Topics in Early Modern British History  

• History 583: Introduction to Advanced Historical Study  

• History 500: Colloquium on European Historiography  

 

SERVICE 

• Academic Standards Committee, Emory College.  Fall 2006-present. 

• Member of the Graduate Committee, 2007-8. 

• Honors Coordinator, Department of History, Spring 2007 

• Member of the Undergraduate Committee, Department of History, 2006-7 

• Faculty Liaison to History Honors Society Phi Alpha Theta, 2005-6 

• Coordinator, Vann Seminar in pre-modern European History, 2005-6 

 

LANGUAGES 

• Fluent in French and English.  

• Basic reading knowledge of Latin and Italian. 

• Rudimentary Turkish.  


